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Medical device suppliers don’t agree with the unprofessional and
non-transparent proposal of VSZP health insurance company

On September 23, VSZP health insurance company hastily announced that as of
October 1 it will lower the maximum non-deductible amount for selected special healthcare
material (SHM) which VSZP reimburses if the material has been used. This regulation applies
to special healthcare material used in inpatient care. This measure should save up to €5 mil.
for VSZP by the end of 2016.

However, 23 medical device supplier united in SK-MED association do not approve of
this procedure as they view it as non-transparent, unprofessional and unsystematic.
VSZP is alegal party to the categorization procedure and it has already had enough
transparent opportunities to influence pricing of SHM, but did not take advantage of it. All
such conduct of VSZP leads to distrust.

For a long time now, SK-MED has declared that it backs a transparent procedure of
price comparison and referencing of SHM for a long-term sustainability of financing Slovak
healthcare in order to ensure modern and effective treatment of patients in Slovakia. SK-
MED, however, does not approve of the non-transparent procedures that introduce non-
transparency and chaos to cash flows in the healthcare system as well as possible
unavailability of selected materials and treatments necessary in healthcare provided by
hospitals. In terms of timing of changes, when hospital managements must negotiate the
changes in payments with all suppliers within few days (5 days) and adjust the whole
financial management, logistics and other processes, such a procedure is really destructive.

In a situation, when the debt of state hospitals to suppliers in SK-MED exceeds €160
mil. and there exist invoices, which are overdue more than 670 days, the planned changes
threaten the existence even of the most tolerant and patient suppliers. We perceive the
unprofessional and non-transparent steps very negatively and we honestly care about health
of patients as well as sound business environment in compliance with the rules of
competition.

Suppliers united in SK-MED are sincerely convinced that the market regulation of
medical devices which save lives of Slovak patients deserves an open professional
discussion and rational reasoning of the changes. We consider price referencing as
a transparent tool which is frequently used by economies of other European countries.

ABOUT SK-MED: SK-MED is national association uniting medical device suppliers in
Slovakia and is full member of EUCOMED, international health association with registered
Office in Brussels that covers national associations of medical device and technology
suppliers from all around Europe. SK-MED represents the interests of medical device
suppliers operating in Slovak republic. It comprises of 23 members. For more information
visit www.skmed.sk.
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Dodavatelia zdravotnickych pomécok nesuhlasia s neodbornym a
netransparentnym navrhom VSZP

VSeobecna zdravotna poistovia (VSZP) narychlo oznamila 23.septembra, ze od
1.0ktébra zniZi vybranym $pecidlnym zdravotnickym materidlom (SZM) maximalnu vysku
pripocitatefnej poloZky, ktoru VSZP plati nemocnici v pripade jeho pouZitia. Tato uprava sa
tyka Specialnych zdravotnickych materialov pouzivanych v 16zkovej zdravotnej starostlivosti.
Tymto opatrenim chce poistovna usporit do konca roka 2016 pat milionov eur.

23 dodavatelov zdravotnickych pomécok zdruzenych v asociacii SK-MED nesuhlasi
s tymto postupom, ktory povaZzuji za netransparentny, neodborny a nesystémovy. VSZP
je zo zakona ucastnikom kategorizaéného konania a dlhodobo mala dostatok
transparentnych moznosti ovplyviiovat ceny SZM, ktoré nevyuzivala. Cely postup VSZP
takto vzbudzuje nedbveru.

SK-MED dlhodobo prezentuje, Zze podporuje transparentny proces porovnavania a
referencovania cien SZM v zaujme dlhodobej udrzatelnosti financovania slovenského
zdravotnictva, s cielom zabezpeCenia modernych a efektivnych terapii pre pacientov na
Slovensku. Nesuhlasi vSak s netransparentnymi postupmi, ktoré vnasaju do systému
poskytovania zdravotnej starostlivosti netransparentnost a neprehladnost’ finanénych tokov
a ako aj moznu nedostupnost’ vybranych materialov a terapii potrebnych pre zdravotnu
starostlivost poskytovanid nemocnicami. Z hladiska nacasovania zmien, kedy su
manazmenty nemocnic nutené v priebehu par (5) dni vyjednavat zmenu Uhrad so vSetkymi
dodavatelmi a prispdsobit’ cely finanény manazment, logistiku a ostatné procesy, je skuto¢ne
tento postup likvidaény.

V situacii, kedy dlh Statnych nemocnic voli dodavatelom v SK MED-e presiahol
160mil. € a splatnost faktur je dlhodobo vy$e 670 dni, planované zmeny ohrozuju existenciu
aj tych najzhovievavejSich a najtrpezlivejSich dodavatelov. Neodborné a netransparentné
kroky vnimame velmi negativne a uUprimne nam zalezi na zdravi pacientov, a zdravom
podnikatelskom prostredi v sulade s pravidlami hospodarskej sutaze.

Dodavatelia zdruzeni v SK-MEDe su [fudsky presvedCeni, Ze regulacia trhu
zdravotnickych pomocok, ktoré zachranuju zivoty slovenskych pacientov si zasluZi otvorenu
odbornu diskusiu a racionalne odévodnenie zmien. Referencovanie cien povazujeme za
transparentny nastroj, ktory bezne vyuzivaju ekonomiky eurépskych krajin.

O SK-MED: SK-MED je narodnou asociaciou zdruzujucou dodavatelov
zdravotnickych pomécok na Slovensku a riadnym ¢&lenom EUCOMEDu, medzinarodne;j
zdravotnickej asociacie sidliacej v Bruseli, ktora zastreSuje narodné asociacie dodavatelov a
vyrobcov zdravotnickych pomécok a technoldgii z celej Eurépy. SK-MED zastupuje zaujmy
dodavatelov zdravotnickych pomécok pdsobiacich na Slovensku. Ma 23 ¢lenov. Viac
informéacii o asociacii sa dozviete na www.skmed.sk.
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